[1:3 A] 


[B] 


[K] [As to the invalidity of a sukkah more than twenty cubits high, ] 
said R. Jonah, “that which you have said applies to a case in 
which the sukkah roofing is set higher than twenty cubits up the 
walls. But if it was set lower than twenty cubits up the walls, it 
is valid. [If the sukkah roofing itself is not twenty cubits off the 
ground, even though the walls are higher than that, the sukkah 
is valid. ]” 


[L] Said to him R. Yosé, “In accord with your view, in 
emphasizing the location of the sukkah roofing on the walls, 
we should repeat the Mishnah’s wording as follows: ‘A sukkah 
which is set more than twenty cubits up the walls is invalid.’” 


[As to the invalidity of a sukkah more than twenty cubits high,] R. Ba 
in the name of Rab: “That applies to a sukkah that will hold only the 
head and the greater part of the body of a person and also his table. 


“But if it held more than that, it is valid [even at such a height].” 


[C] [Giving a different reason and qualification,] R. Jacob bar Aha in 
the name of R. Josiah: “That applies [further] when the walls do 
not go all the way up with it [to the top, the roofing] but if the 
walls go all the way up with it to the roofing, it is valid.” 


[D] [Proving that C’s reason, not A-B’s, is valid, we cite the 
following:] Lo, the following Tannaitic teaching differs [in T.’s 
version]: Said R. Judah, “M’SH B: The sukkah of Helene was 
twenty cubits tall, and sages went in and out, when visiting her, 
and not one of them said a thing.” 


[E] They said to him, “It was because she is a woman, and a 
woman is not liable to keep the commandment of sitting in a 
sukkah.” 


[F] He said to them, “Now did she not have seven sons who are 
disciples of sages, and all of them were dwelling in that same 
sukkah!” [T. Suk. 1:1]. 


[G] Do you then have the possibility of claiming that the sukkah of 
Helene could not hold more than the head and the greater part. of 
the body and the table of a person? [Surely, someone of her wealth 
would not build so niggardly a sukkah. | 


[H] Consequently, the operative reason is that the sides of the sukkah 
do not go all the way up [to the sukkah roofing at the top, leaving a 
space]. 


